
 January 27, 2023 

 Dear Link Families: 

 Although the weather has been calm and mild, these weeks have been busy here at Link and 
 we are seeing so much growth! 

 Please join me in congratulating our Grade 5 students, as they celebrated their completion of 
 the DARE program with a ceremony on January 26. Officer John Mullins from the Clarkstown 
 Police Department has been coming to Link throughout the fall to present the DARE program 
 with its lessons to our students.  These lessons, rooted in social-emotional learning theory, 
 identify fundamental, basic skills and processes needed for healthy development including: (1) 
 self-awareness and management, (2) responsible decision making, (3) understanding others, 
 (4) relationship and communication skills, and (5) handling responsibilities and challenges. 
 The DARE elementary school program is delivered by certified DARE officers with high fidelity 
 and the delivery is engaging to students. It provides our students with knowledge and it is 
 effective and successful in the long-term reduction of drinking alcohol, getting drunk, smoking 
 cigarettes, and vaping.  Two highlights of the comprehensive  program were that students had 
 the opportunity to meet the canine officers of the Clarkstown Police Department and try on the 
 "drunk goggles"!  We truly thank Officer Mullins, the Clarkstown Police Department, and the 
 Town of Clarkstown for offering this valuable program to our students. 

 We have completed the Winter STAR assessment (all grades). This computer-based 
 assessment  provides important information which the teachers will use. The purpose of this 
 screener is to understand the skills that students have developed in relation to our ELA and 
 math curriculum and NYS Learning Standards and to provide instruction which takes this into 
 account. The STAR will be given once more during the course of the school year, towards the 
 end of the year. 

 Our PTA continues to set up restaurant fundraisers for this coming month and there is a 
 special Valentine’s opportunity as well.  Thank you for participating as you are able. 
 These fundraisers help to provide for many programs that enhance our curriculum. 

 We also appreciate your support in getting your children to school on time (8:00 am) so 
 that they can begin the day without a hurried, rush start. Arriving on time, unpacking, 
 and being present for the class morning meeting really sets students up for a successful 
 day ahead. 



 It is truly hard to believe that next week begins the month of February and we have not 
 received any real measurable snow! I do enjoy the snow and activities that go with it, so 
 this weekend I will travel so that I can ski and see family.  I hope that you all can spend 
 some time doing things you love with those you love. 

 Sincerely, 
 Mary Bish, Principal 


